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THE HIGHLANDS are as a rule unsuited for cultivation except in
the river valleys, and pastoral rather lhan arable farming prevails.
On the mountain slopes there arc vast supplies of timber, which
have as yet been exploited only to a limited oxleut. Mining was
formerly the main industry of the region, and gold its most impor-
tant product; within, recent years the output had dwindled to
insignificance but is again increasing.
THE OTWAY AND GIPPSLAND HILLS lie (o the south of the Great
Valley. As a result of the heavy rainfall the slopes *iro covered
with timber. In the Jurassic rocks ot the Glppslaiu! region
the chief coal deposits of the state are found, but the amount
produced is not large, and considerable quantities have to be
imported.
THE GREAT VALLEY is primarily a pastoral and dairying country,
and contains nearly two-fifths of the total number of cuttle and
sheep in the whole state. The western district, which assists
largely of soils of volcanic, origin, is in many places furl ilti and covered
with rich grass. Formeily, it was almost entirely devoted (o the
raising of sheep, and it still contains over ono-fourth of those in
Victoria, although large areas have been (liveried to arable farming
and dairying. The rainfall is heavier than on the (Jreat; Plains, and
the stock equivalent on the occupied lands is about one sheep to the
acre. The central district lias ^ood soil ;utd is well watered. Its
position, round the most densely populated part: of the slate, lias
made it important for the cultivation of orchard and garden pro-
duce, and dairying is also carried on. The eastern district is
in a much less developed condition, and stock-raiding is the chief
occupation of its inhabitants, though vigorous, and not unsuccessful,
attempts are being made to revive and extend the cultivation of
sugar-beet in. the country round Maffra. In the Great Valley and
to the south of the Gippsland Hills there appear to be great deposits
of brown coal of which as yet very little is known,
Having access to the sea on the one hand, and lying between it
and the interior regions on the other,* the Great Valley contains
the ports through which the trade of Victoria passes. Of these the
first is Melbourne, the second largest city in Australia, occupying
a central position on the Yarra-Yarra a few miles above the point
at which it enters Port Phillip. To it ships drawing twenty-two.
feet of water can now make their way, but larger boats do not go